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Prescribing medication to treat malaria? 


What are 3 core prescribing principles? 


Disclaimer: St. James’s Hospital cannot accept legal responsibility for any errors or omissions. Minutes are compiled for an acute teaching hospital setting & may not be applicable in other settings/jurisdictions. 
Refer to the SPC & other appropriate references for complete safety information 


Answer: The Three S's 


1. Speed 


e Suspected malaria in Ireland — irrespective of species — is a medical emergency 

e Order a malaria test & call haematology lab to highlight urgency 

e If disease is confirmed start tx immediately 

e If disease is severe & there is strong clinical suspicion do not wait for 
confirmation — prescribe medication & ensure first dose is 
administered without delay 


2. Specificity 

Tailor treatment regimen according to: 
e species of malaria 

illness severity 

+/- pregnancy 


3. Scheduling 


Scheduling meds in malaria tx is particularly error-prone as: 

e often multiple meds to be prescribed sequentially, e.g. 
artesunate IV followed by Riamet® po for p. falciparum 

e the schedules for artesunate & Riamet® involve varying 
dosage intervals 


